
City ofBaraboo
P arks& R ecreationCom m ission

M arch18,2019 – M inutes

P resent: R oy Franzen,Jim Francisco,AngelaW itczak,ChantelS teinhorst& M ikeHardy

A lsoP resent: BenBrom ley (m edia)

Franzen called the m eeting to order.L egalP osting ofthe Agendahad been m et. Francisco m oved and W iczak seconded
approvaloftheFebruary 20,2019 m inutes. M otioncarried.

W itczakm oved toapprovetheagendaaspresented,secondedby Francisco. M otioncarried.

A ctionItem s: M em bersdiscussedprosandconsoftheChallenge/T eenP arklocation,w hichthesub-com m itteehasproposed
forO chsnerP arknearthe 20x40 shelter. Hardy explained thatw hile itw illcrow d thatparkm ore,sub-com m ittee m em bers
preferred asite close to the schoolsw ith good visibility from the road,restroom accessand proxim ity to R iverw alk. Hardy
suggested theCom m ission’sbestalternateoptionsm eetingthatcriteriatobeAttridgeP ark,w hich isthesam edistancefrom
R iverw alk,hasm orespaceavailableand offerseven m ore visibility,how everitisalittle fartheraw ay from theschoolsand it
doesn’thave restroom syet(although they are in the m asterplan). T he otheroption w ould likely be the annex field atM R E
P ark,w hichisrightontheR iverw alkandhasrestroom access,butisalittlefartherfrom theschoolsandnotasvisiblefrom the
road. S teinhorstlikedthattheAttridgesitew asalsonexttoabasketballcourt. W itczakandFranzenfelthavingitclosetothe
schoolsw asim portant. Hardy w illtake com m entsbackto the sub-com m ittee noting thatm em berspreferthe O chsnersite
andw ouldliketoseealayoutattheproposedsite.

Francisco m oved to accept the bid of$10,339 for2019 EAB treatm entsfrom T ruGreen Com m ercial,seconded by W itczak.
M otioncarried. Hardy updatedtheCom m issiononashtreatm entsw hichstarted in2014,andrem ovals,statingthatw ew ere
ontracktocatchupw ithashinventory by 2020. Franzenstated thathew ouldliketoseeuscontinuetotreatashtreesrather
thanrem ove. Franciscoaskedifw ecouldconsiderthisonanannualbasis. Hardy repliedthatCom m issionhasanopportunity
to changedirection on EAB every yearatbudgettim e,and m em bersw illhaveanotheropportunity to reconsidertreatm ents
atthattim e.

Hardy statedthathereceived arequesttotakedow nthefencearoundtheskatepark. Headdedthatheseesnoneed forthe
north,eastand w estfence sectionsand thatw ould certainly provide am ore inviting atm osphere,how everw ith the hilland
parkingloton the south sidew e w ould need to keep abarrierup to preventfallsdow n the hilland skateboardsenteringthe
parkinglotanddam agingvehicles. Hardy hadspokentothepolicechiefw hohadnoim m ediateconcernsw iththefencebeing
rem oved. W itczakagreed thatthefencegivesaninstructionallookandthoughtitw asagood idea. Franzennotedthatw hen
theparkw asbuilt,thefencew asadded tokeepbikesout,butkidsstillgettheirbikesinnow anyw ay. S teinhorstcom m ented
thatashortconcretew allonthesouthsidew ouldbeneatifagraffitiartistpaintedittogiveabetterfeelforthepark,though
itw ould be hard to controlw ho paintsthe w all. Hardy added thatw e need to replace the w ood ram psthatw ere rem oved
afterthey w erevandalizedandburned3 yearsago. T hereiscurrently $3,000 availableinparksegregatedthatincludesa50%
donation m atch from the skateparkorganizersto build tw o concrete ram ps. W itczakm oved to rem ove the north,w estand
eastfencesectionsandspendupto$3,000 fornew ram psattheskatepark. S econdedby Francisco. M otioncarried.

Duetoam inortypingerror(theheadingnoted 2 pagesintheAnim alAcquisitionP olicy,butthepolicy w asre-form atted tofit
on1 sheet)actiononapprovalofthepolicy w astableduntilnextm onth.

Franzenstated hew asnotopposed toallow ingforbehind thescenestoursofthezoo,butw ouldlikem oreinfo. W itczaklikes
offeringtheseto placeslikethelibrary atno costasan incentive,butto chargeothersto recoup staffcosts,and possibly use
asarevenue source. S teinhorstpresented inform ation on zoo toursofotherzoosshe found online. W hile she noted those
w ere largerzoos,she felt w e could use sim ilararrangem ents. Hardy w illw orkon proceduresand ratesand bring backfor
consideration.

Francisco m oved to use up to $10,000 from P arkS egregated Fundsforinstallation ofaw atertreatm entsystem forthe new
beaverexhibitatthezoo. S econded by W itczak. M otioncarried.

Com m issionersreview ed3 designsforlandscapingatM yronP arkdevelopedbyM arcyHuffaker.W itczakm ovedtorecom m end
option“ E” . S econdedby S teinhorst. M otioncarried.

Hardy requestedperm issiontopurchaseandinstalltim edm agneticlocksattherestroom satS teinhorstP arktoallow form ore
accessibility. Franzen noted thatoneofthebiggestcom plaintshereceivesisw hy can’trestroom sbeopen longer,butnoted



the costofproviding additionalstaffto com e in late and w eekendsto lockand un lock. Franciscon m oved to purchase and
installm aglocksforS teinhorstP arkfor$3,710 from P arkS egregated Funds. S econdedby Franzen. M otioncarried.

Hardy presented arequeston behalfofthe Youth BasketballClub to sharein thepurchaseof2 basketballbackboards/hoops
fortheCivicCentergym atacostofabout$750 each. Franzenstatedthatthegym isvery sm allandhew asn’tsurethatthere
w ouldberoom touse2 m orebaskets. W itczakm ovedtoaccepttheBasketballClub’sdonationof1 backboard/hoopw iththe
City installingthedonated hoop,butnottopurchaseahoopourselves. S econdby Francisco. M otioncarried.

S taffR eport: February revenuesw ere$12,528.75

HardyreportedthatstaffattendedtheU W P -B/S C careerfairandm adeseveralverygoodcontactsforsum m erem ployees.T he
bridgebid openingw ould takeplaceApril4. Anarcticfox w illbeadded tothezoonextm onthandplaced inthebearexhibit.
N extm onth asw im poolinputsession w illbeheld follow ingtheCom m ission m eetingforstaffto gathercom m entsfrom the
com m unity. W eareaddingaw eektotheendofthesum m ersw im poolseason. S um m errecreationguidesw illbedistributed
the first w eekin April. W e received a$1,000 grant from S aukCounty Artsforthe O chsnerP arkCentennialon August 10th.
Volunteersand ideasforactivitiesare needed. Finally,Councilhad approved the recom m endationsto updateChapter19 of
theCodew iththeadditionthatsm oking/vapingbanbeexpanded tocoverallparksand theR iverw alk.

N extR egularM eeting: April8,2019.

W itczakm otioned toadjourn,Franciscoseconded.M otioncarried

R espectfully S ubm itted,
M ikeHardy,P arks,R ecreation& Forestry Director


